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Spencer McQueen is a 28 year old self-taught artist 
living and working in Traverse City, Michigan.  When 
asked three words to describe his nature he chose: 
optimistic, questioning, and aware.  

 

Here is an interview from last month when Higher Art 
Gallery sat down with McQueen which we hope will 
help give viewers of his work a little more insight into 
what he does . 

HAG: Spencer, can you describe your typical 
content overall , and specifically the subject matter 
of your upcoming show at Higher Art Gallery : “ 
You’re So Yourself”?  

SM: If I were to describe my work in a broad stroke,I 
would say that it is experimental . I enjoy material, 
combinations and juxtaposition. My most recent 
work, “You’re so Yourself” is a very specific 
juxtaposition which I think is a springboard for a 
larger conversation rather than an internal 
question.  

HAG: Can you tell us a bit about your process? Do 
you plan out pieces, or do things happen 
organically?  

SM: My process for working is chaotic, and on the 
verge of tinkering most days. I have 2-3 pieces 
going at once.  One idea I’m working with on one 
piece will move to the others. Some work out , some 
don’t, but even the things which I see as failures 
teach me about how each piece wants to take 
shape.  

HAG: What are some of the tools and mediums you 
use? 

SM: My mediums and tools are just as chaotic as my 
process. There is a paint brush involved at least 
once during a piece, but I also enjoy using palette 
knives, plaster knives and spray paint. Sometimes 
things like nails laying around are used for mark 
making. There is a very strong ebb and flow to what 



I use and how it is used which has evolved over the 
years. 

 

HAG: What is your studio practice like? Are you a 
night owl?  

SM: My studio practice is pretty routine. I usually 
start around 10 am, work a few hours on what I think I 
will be doing that day, go home for a break and it 
could all change. I usually go back to my studio around 
8 pm and work till midnight. Knowing the city is quiet, 
gives me motivation. I prefer to work at night. 

HAG: Your upcoming show: “You’re so Yourself”  is 
inspired by the relationship between nature, 
technological identities, and their peaceful 
co-existence. Can you delve into how we see this in 
society and is the long term having a positive impact 
on us? Do you see social media fading out overtime, 
or becoming a bigger monster? 

SM: The show focuses on a subject we all deal with in 
our daily lives. It is not entirely social media as much 
as our use of technology and how it has 
fundamentally changed how we look and interact 
with the natural world. For this show, I have reflected 
my personal experience . The daily use of my personal 
device and my desire to record moments, catalogue 
photos, and arrange things which are pleasing to me 
aesthetically . All of this is done on a conscious level 
for me. I acknowledge my desire for this and use it as 
a tool for a larger purpose rather than a shallow 
escape. Unfortunately I do not think this is  easily 
achieved , and the majority of the population does not 
use their social media influence or access as an 
instrument of self growth.  I think as time goes on, the 
platforms themselves may change to promote such a 
thing, and I believe our screen based lives are here to 
stay. It is important to be aware of which side you are 
on. 

 

 

 

HAG: Can you tell us about other artists whose work 
you admire? Does anyone influence your work or 
how you look at art? 

SM: More often than not, I am inspired by artists 
whose work is completely different than my own. 
There were many inspirations before this, but about 
8 years ago, I discovered Kelsey Brookes’ work and 
thought it was something really special. I am inspired 
by the pursuit of always changing but still 
maintaining the same foundation.  Minimalistic work 
like that of David Ostrowski  comforts me and 
reminds me that I can say very much with very little, 
but then Brookes’ work and his inspirations push me 
to approach my own minimalism differently.  

HAG: What is the most important thing you have 
learned so far as a young artist? And how do you see 
your work evolving in the future? 

SM: The thing I have to remind myself daily, and 
something I have not fully learned yet is to accept my 
own process and trust it. I often wonder if I should 
really be working the way that I work, that if I do 
something drastically different that maybe I will 
reach more people? However, this is not the case. 
The people I reach are the people who who are 
meant to be reached in this moment. The older I get, 
the better I am with this inner-monologue , and 
winning the fight for how I create now. 


